
   

 The Voice 
 

 

The Newsletter for:  

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church &  
Grace Community Church 

October 23rd...Another Big Day in the Parish! 

10:15 a.m. Grace Community’s  

Second Polka Worship 
Once again the church will be filled with 
God’s word sung to the German Polka tunes 
we love. We had so much fun with our first 
Polka Worship. We welcome back Ron, 

Karen, Jerry and Laurel along with our Celebration of Grace 
Singers, plus a few more, to have a grand time with our Grace 
Community. We are asking Mike and Mary from The Huskie 
Café to once again serve a great brat and burger dinner! This is 
so appropriate for the month of Oktoberfest, and we thank 
Ronnie for all he does to make this a super event! Remember, 
invite your friends! 

4:00 p.m. Effie Fredheim’s Harvest Festival 
The 2011 Harvest Festival is just around the corner. Each Octo-
ber the Horn of Plenty appears and we once again thank God 
for all that we have been given as the harvest comes to a close. 
Everyone is once again invited to Effie Fredheim for a little 
program of celebration at 4 p.m. followed by another famous 
“Effie Potluck Dinner!” I know 
it’s hard to believe, but there will 
be plenty of food for everyone. 
Come and enjoy a really great 
time …The songs, the prayers, 
the people and the great fellow-
ship we have together. 
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Recently I received an e-mail form Laurel addressed to a variety of people called 
CoGS. I wondered … OK, who and what are CoGS.  It was Laurel’s shorthand 
version for the people I talked about on page one, the Celebration of Grace Sing-
ers … get it, CoGS. 
 

And then I started to think that we have lots of COGS in our parish. Each parish 
needs COGS so that the entire ma-
chine moves smoothly.  COGS are 
the individuals or groups that do the 
planning and the work of the minis-
tries at church.  We have our initial 
CoGS as Laurel puts it, our Celebra-
tion of Grace Singers (which in-
cludes our musicians), and we add 
the council members of Effie and 
Grace, the WELCA groups, the 
youth group … our Sunday School 
leaders, the worker bees who clean 
up and build and fix and do all the 
things they are asked and to top it all off we include our extended community 
who comes to worship with our two churches and make fellowship so meaning-
ful. 
 

Yes, all of us are COGS that make our church run smoothly.  Oh, we have days 
when our COGS get clogged with all kinds of gunk … and there are times when 
some COGS even get broken … but thanks be to God that God sends others to 
mend the breaks, heal the sick and bring back to health the machine called the 
Church.  May our machine run smoothly and continue to churn out the Gospel for 
all. 

In Christ,      Pastor RyanPastor RyanPastor RyanPastor Ryan 

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 

Want a Free Blood Pressure Reading? 

The Grace Community will have Blood Pressures (BP’s) taken on October 9th.  
Rebekah Svadlenka who works at Bigfork Valley is in the BSN pro-
gram at Bemidji State working her way to become a Registered 
Nurse.  Presently she is doing a Public Health Nurse Project for her 
Community Nursing Class. She will be taking BP’s in the Sunday 
School room after worship that day.  Rebekah was here on Septem-
ber 25th and she will also be setting up another day that will be de-

termined as her project progresses. 

 

Councils 
 

WELCA  

Youth 
Group 

Sunday 
School 
Leaders 

Singers & 

Musicians  
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 3 Bubba Jacobson 
6 Joseph Klamm 
6 Rick Flom 
 7 Bob Duda   

 8 Jill Letsch 
9  Linda Gross 

 9 Dese Swanson 
 11  Nancy Kinn 
 12 Christine Bloch 
 19 Karla Pula   

20 Leslie Harnden 
 20 LaVonne Knefelkamp  
 20 Clyde Gangruth 
21 Hazel Priem 

 21 Doug Aakhus 
 22 Daniel Gregerson 

22 Greta Drewlow 
24 Joanie Olson 
28 Jake Peterson 

 30 Derrick Koppelmann 
 31  Rebecca Klebs  

October Birthdays  

9 Ralph & Mickey Aakhus  
9 Chad & Heather Lovdahl 
14 Gordon & Esther Johnson 
16 William & Deneise Swanson  
25 John & Meryl Ostendorf 

October Anniversaries 

Biblical Texts for Sundays coming up... 

October 2  

Psalm 56:8-13,  
Ephesians 6:10-17 & 
Luke 19:1-10 
 

October 9  

Psalm 57,  
Philippians 1:1-11 & 
John 6:1-14 

October 16  

Psalm 59:1-5,  
Philippians 1:15-26 & 
John 6:15-21 

 

October 23  

Psalm 61,  
Philippians 2:1-11 & 
John 6:35-51 

October 30  

Jeremiah 31:31-34, 
Psalm 46, Romans 5:1-5 
& John 8:31-36 
 

November 6  

Psalm 62,  
Philippians 3:7-16, & 
John 8:1-11 

 

November 13  

Psalm 63,  
Philippians 4:4-14 & 
John 8:12-20 
 
 

Checkbook Balance August 10, 2011 

 $3,963.28 

 $1,632.22 Designated 

Monthly Income     $4,821.47 
Monthly Expenses    $6,485.08 

Checkbook Balance September 15, 2011

 $2,299.67 

 $1,632.22 Designated 

 Available Funds = $667.45 

Effie Fredheim Treasurer’s Report  

Somebody brought some free hearing aid 

batteries, size #312 to Grace Community to 

give away. Please pick them up by the bulle-
tins some Sunday morning. 

Oct 2  Angie Storlie & Stephanie Kallinen 
Oct 9    LeeAnn Baker & Taunya Rautio 
Oct 16    Judi Nixon & Lorna Pula 
Oct 23  Mary Aarestad & LaVonne K. 
Oct 30  Ann Hovila & Laura Rajala 

Grace Community Service Coffee  

Grace Community Church  

Financial Report 

Checkbook balance 7-31-2011: $  3,127.95 

Total Monthly Income  $8,740.14 
Total Monthly Expense  $9,509.97   

Checkbook balance 8-31-2011: $  2,358.12 
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 Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church Council 

September 15, 2011 

 
Present:  Meryl, Marlene, Mary, Sandy, Pastor 
Ryan, Darrell, Esther. Devotions were given by 
Sandy. Minutes from the August meeting, with 

a correction to the minutes stating that Pas-

tor’s computer is to be updated also. Motion to 
accept as corrected by Darrel; 2nd by Mary. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Monthly Income:  $4,821.47 
Expenses:       $6,485.08 
Available funds      $ 667.45 
 
♦ $200 was received from ACS for the church 

children for participating in the Wilderness 
Parade. Motion made by Meryl and 2nd by 
Darrell that this check be used for the youth 
trip. 

♦ On the Sundays of the 14th, 21st and 28th a spe-
cial collection for the African drought of 
$346.75 was received. 

Marsha made a motion to accept the financial 

report as presented, 2nd by Marlene. 

 
♦ October 26th will be the Joint Meeting at Effie 

at 6 p.m. Effie council will meet at 7 p.m. 
♦ Four children and two adults from Effie would 

like to attend the youth convention. The cost 
per person will be $1050. 

 

PASTORS REPORT: 

♦ Rally Sunday- Kids had fun with a nice pot 
luck following. 
♦ Oct 2nd 1 p.m. will be Blessing of the Pets. 
♦ Oct 23rd 4 p.m. will be the Harvest Festival. 
♦ Meryl made a motion that the collection re-
ceived at the Harvest Festival goes to Adopt-a-
Family; Darrell seconded. 
♦ Thanksgiving service 11/20 6 p.m. Grace in 
Bigfork 
♦ Christmas Eve 12/24th 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. ser-
vice at Grace Community Church 
♦ Regular services on 12/25 

♦ December 18th will be Effie Sunday School 
program with Potluck. 
♦ Sept 21st Release Time will start for Elemen-
tary 
♦ September 12th Release Time for Secondary 
will be at the Edge Center 
♦ Darrell made a motion to continue to have ser-
vices at the cemetery the 2nd Sunday of the month 
for the months of June, July and August, and have 
the services at the River August 26th; this was 
seconded by Esther. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   

♦ Changing companies for our fuel needs. We 
will be going to Lakes Gas from Grand Rap-
ids. First fill will be $1.79 and rest at $1.85. 
Darrell took care of this transaction. 

♦ 5-Star will check the filters on the furnace be-
fore winter. 

♦ Sunday school material has been ordered. 
Sandy, Karen and Julie will be rotating to 
teach the older children on non-communion 
Sundays. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

♦ Marlene made a motion; 2nd by Meryl that on 
months that have a 5th Sunday, we have com-
munion on that Sunday. Pastor will include an 
order of confession every Sunday. 

♦ The home for Habitat in Deer River sent some 
information; this will be mentioned in the bul-
letin if anyone is interested in donating. 

♦ Meryl and Sandy will meet with Zona regard-
ing salary and benefits. They will report back 
to the council. 

♦ Nominating committee was formed; Sandy, 
Darrell and Mary will meet regarding this. 

 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Marsha Root 
Secretary 
Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 
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GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH (GCC)  

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING 

President Laurel opened the September 18, 2011 meeting with all members present except 
LaVonne. Bill Loosbrock was a guest.  Laurel offered devotions. 
 

August minutes and the Financial report were accepted. 

Check book balance 7-31-2011     $3,127.95 

Total Income                                   $8,740.14 
Total Expenses                                $9,509.97 

Check book balance 8-31-2011     $2,358.12 

Motion by Al, second by Carol, to transfer $7500 from undesignated fund to the general fund.  
Council accepted the motion. 
 
W/ELCA REPORT:  Monies from the raffle were $1960 and the auction were $1700.  A do-
nation of $2000 was received to be used for finishing the kitchen. More greeting cards were 
bought and are for sale in the dining room. Huskie Cafe catered the Lil Holt memorial lunch 
and W/ELCA furnished the dessert and beverages. Fall Gathering is Oct. 8 at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Remer. 
 
WORSHIP REPORT: The doors of the sanctuary will be closed during worship hour to cut 
down on noise. Sue Schmickle will be a "welcoming person" at Sunday services.  All area 
churches will join together at GCC on Oct. 30, for an evening Gospel Show.  There will be 
singing, visiting and a pot luck supper. Proceeds will go to the Helping Hands project. Polka 
Service will be Oct. 23, with lunch following catered by the Huskie Cafe. We have two extra 
pianos, one on loan from the Jacobson family and one for sale from the Westman family. 
 
BUILDING REPORT: The final "walk through" and inspection will be done soon.  Some ar-
eas of concern are loose strip under windows outside, knobs on sanctuary doors, noisy furnace, 
carpet to be laid in Sunday School room, and charges on final payment.  A large television has 
been purchased and will be installed in the dining room. It will not be connected to cable, dish 
or direct TV at this time. The stain glass window will be enclosed in a box and hung in the 
sanctuary. A donation has been received to help with the cost of installing the window. 
 
PASTOR REPORT: Snow removal bids are being accepted. A street light has been installed 
by the driveway of the church. Memorials in Lil Holt's name have been received.  Release time 
begins Sept. 21 and Brown Bag Friday's Bible Study begins Sept. 23.  Pastor Ryan has written 
a church building-use policy for weddings held at GCC.  Motion made and passed to accept the 
policy. There will be a non-member wedding Oct. 22. Joint Council meeting Oct. 26 at Effie. 
 
OLD & NEW BUSINESS:  The food co-op will be distributing their food from GCC.  Zona is 
getting info on offering options. A Hunter’s Dinner was discussed and council voted to not 
have a Hunter's Dinner. Ads will be in the Shopper for the Polka and Thanksgiving Services. 

 

Council will meet Oct. 9th with Al giving devotions. 
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Remember Brown Bag Bible Study every Friday at NOON! 
October 2nd:    1:00 p.m. Parish Blessing of the Animals 

      At the Grace Community Parking Lot 
October 22nd:  1-6 p.m. Swedish Meatball and Lutefisk Dinner 
      Why was Lutefisk listed second in notice? 

      Fundraiser for VLM, our Synod Camps! 

      Zion Lutheran Church 

      2901 South Highway 169 

      Grand Rapids 

November 20th: 6:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Worship 
      Grace Community Church 
December 18th:  4:00 p.m. Effie Fredheim Christmas Celebration 
      Effie Lutheran with Potluck Meal 
December 24th:  4:00 p.m. Candlelighting Christmas Eve Worship I 
      Grace Community Church 
December 24th:  9:00 p.m. Candlelighting Christmas Eve Worship II 
      Grace Community Church 
January 22nd:  Effie Fredheim 2012 Annual Meeting 
     Grace Community 2012 Annual Meeting 

  Both are held after worship service 
February 22nd:  Ash Wednesday – Community Worship 
 Start of our Lenten Worship Series 
March 16th:  7:30 p.m. Winter Dance Party at the Reif Center 

 Pastor Ryan has 25 tickets for our Parish! 
 Buy your tickets as soon as possible 
 We want to plan a fellowship event  
 Before the Winter Dance Party! 

Planning Ahead … Please mark your calendars!  Let’s Celebrate! 

Sunday, October 30th, 4:00 p.m. 
Potluck Dinner follows 

Free Will Offering for the Support of Thanksgiving Baskets! 
 

Musicians from the local churches will be entertaining us! 
You won’t want to miss all the music 

You won’t want to miss all the fun 
And you won’t want to miss giving Your Helping Hand! 

A Super Musical Event at  

Grace Community Church 
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