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What a Wonderful Day the Lord Has Made  

Let Us Be Glad and Rejoice In It! 

July 10, 2011 
 8:30 Worship at Fredheim Cemetery Chapel 
  

 10:15 Grace Community Church 
   Dedication to God of new church building 
 

 Dedication Dinner follows Dedication Worship 
 The Rev. Scott Jacob, Assistant to the Bishop 
  Will deliver sermon at both services 
  And he will assist Pastor Ryan with Communion 
  At the Dedication Worship at Grace Community 
 

July 24, 2011 
 8:30 Worship at Effie Fredheim Lutheran 
 

 10:15 Polka Worship at Grace Community Church! 
   This special worship will feature 
   Litanies and the Word set to Polka Music 
   Special Brats and Dinner following worship 
 

Please invite everybody to these wonderful parish events! 
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Looking back for just a minute as we celebrate a great month. 
 
I can highlight the month by saying thank you to two people who are there for us all the time … 
my two presidents Sandy Allen and Laurel Laudert. Neither of these individuals will enjoy 
being pointed out … but both are there not only doing a great job of delegating, but also doing 
so much for so many. 
 

As president of Effie, Sandy has been a great leader, but this past month was the director of a 

great Vacation Bible School. We had 42 kids, actually 43 signed up. Sandy and a host of char-
acters … and I mean characters … brought the story of the Bible alive for our young people.  
Sandy … you properly thanked everybody … thank you. 
 

As president of the Grace Community, Laurel is continuing the work she has done for years, 

but it is culminating in the opening of the new building and continuing with the new ministry 
opportunities like The Polka Service and the ongoing leadership in all the music and worship 
opportunities for the community.  We thank you for your gifts. 
 
Laurel was also honored as “Coordinator of the Year” by Memorial Blood Centers on May 11.  
The community donated 140 units of blood in four drives in 2010. Of course, Laurel thanked 
the generous donors for agreeing to share this valuable resource. 
 
And yes, that is all true … Sandy and Laurel thank all of you, the people who make up the 
Effie Fredheim and Grace Community, because you are the ones who make these ministries 
possible. 
 
Come along folks…we’re having a lot of fun! 

 

Pastor RyanPastor RyanPastor RyanPastor Ryan 
 
Pastor Ryan will be officiating at his nephew’s wedding on July 2nd, so Pastor Ryan and Mary 
will be gone the beginning of July.  Pastor John Hanson, Jesse Lake and Suomi, will be cover-
ing for Ryan in his absence … Office: 832-3883, Home: 832-3834. 

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 

 To those who made our 2011 VBS possible at Effie Fred-
heim on June 13th through the 17th & to those who are painting 
and moving things to help for the Grace Community Dedication 
Sunday, July 10th. 
    God bless us, everyone! 

A special thank you to all the members of our parish... 
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 2 Leeann Korstad 
 3 Adam Bloch   
 3 John Rahier Jr. 
 4 Amy Hoffman 

4 Aiden Gotchie 
8 Bill Loosbrock  
8 Nathan Buckingham  

 10 Howard Cook 
 11 Kay Hubbard 
 12 Jacob LeRoy 
 13 Jake Kinn   
 14 Ashley Koppelmann 
 16 Bryan Hoyt 
 17 Marlene Sethney 
 18 Avis Burman 
 18 Del Knefelkamp 
 20 Ashley Larson 
 21  Dick Anderson 
 22   Kathleen Munson 
 22 Rob Powell   
 22 Jean Anderson 
 23 Jesse Powell 
 23 Darrel Powell 
 24 Kevin Hovila 
 24 Neil Allen   
 25 Michole Larson 
 25 Kathrin Dullard  

26 Coleen Nyberg-Duda 
27 Bailey Hubbard 

 27 Zachary Gilbert 
 29 Kindee Porter 
 30 Laura Rajala 
 31 Annalise Klamm 

July Birthdays  

Biblical Texts for Sundays coming up... 

July 3  
Song of Solomon 2:8-13, Psalm 42:5-11,  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 10 

Isaiah 55:10-13, Psalm 119:105-112, Romans 
8:1-11, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

July 17  
Ruth 1, Psalm 44:1-8, Romans 7:15-25a,  
Matthew 13:24-33 

July 24  
Ruth 4:13-22, Psalm 45:10-17, Matthew 
13:43-58 
 

July 31  
Isaiah 55:1-5, Psalm 46, Romans 9:1-5,  
Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 7  
I Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 47, Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Check out these events coming to 

“The Edge” 

♦ July 23rd: John Perkins concert - "the poetry 
of nature and life put to music" 

♦ Godspell is coming to the community! Our 
own Jacob Rahier and a company of other per-
formers will present this musical at the Edge of 
the Wilderness Center on Saturday, August 13 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 14, at 2:00 
p.m. Godspell, which means “good word,” is 
based on the parables from the Gospels. The 
music calls us back to the 60’s, especially the 
song, “Day by Day.”  You won’t want to miss 
this event. Please mark your calendars! Details 
will be published as the date approaches. 

♦ And coming up on August 20th…a return to 
“The Piano Bar!”  Each year we welcome 

The Northern Lights Trio of Ron Olsen, 

Don Olsen and Jerry Hagen leading us to 
dance and listen ON STAGE!  Ron, Don and 
Jerry help us so much in our churches and 
when they come to The Edge we always have a 
great time. Come on out for this super event. 
Adults are $10 and children are $5 for this 
event. Blessings to you guys, and we will all 
have a great time. 

♦ Linda Kelsey returns to The Edge: August 25-
28th The Lady with All the Answers – a one-
woman play about Ann Landers starring Linda 
Kelsey – directed by Patricia Feld 

♦ September 11th, 2:00 p.m.: PRETENDERS & 

FRIENDS – once again! 
 
We want to thank the Edge Center for offering 

all these great events and more! 
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The Effie WELCA met at Effie Fredheim 

Lutheran church at 7 p.m. on June 9, 2011 

with 12 in attendance. The Bible Study, 
“Renew” was led by Janice Evensen. 
 

Marlene Sethney conducted the business 

meeting. The minutes of the May meeting 
were read and approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report was given and ap-

proved. Balance on Hand (BOH) was 
$1,115.08 which includes $660.93 for Global 
Health Ministries and $50 for the kitchen 
fund. 
 
Correspondence: A thank you note was read 
from Kyle Tendrup. 
 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business:  

Pastor Ryan issued an invitation from the 
Grace Community Church ladies to join them 
in an auction to be held sometime this fall. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer and table grace was said before en-
joying a wonderful potluck followed by 
viewing the gifts that were brought for the 
kitchen shower. 
 

The next meeting will be hosted by Mickey 

Aakhus at her home on July 14, 2011.  

    -Secretary, Helen Oestreich  

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church WELCA 

News & Notes... 

Blood Drive Coming Up! 
Memorial Blood Center’s next Blood Drive is 
Tuesday, August 4, from 11 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Please call Laurel Laudert for an appointment; 
743-4148. 
 

Check out this  

Free Outdoor Concert! 

The Pretenders & Friends will present a con-
cert on Sunday, July 3rd from 4-8 p.m. at the 
Scenic Pines Restaurant located on Co. Rd. 52 
on the Old Scenic Highway.  Bring your lawn 
chair … call Mike or Val at 245-1818 for 
more details. 
 
 

 

Benefit to be held at  

Grace Community:  July 17th  
Our prayers reach out in love and support of 
Marie Koppelmann.  Marie is back home after 
experiencing some medical problems.  
Friends will hold a benefit for her on Sunday, 
July 17th, from 4-7 p.m.  There will be a spa-
ghetti dinner, bake sale and raffle.  Please 
come and help support our dear friend, Marie.  
Applications for matching funds have been 
submitted to the Kootasca Chapter of Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans. 

 

 

Grace Community Church  

Financial Report 

Checkbook balance 4-30-2011: $  2,601.42 

Total Monthly Income  $10,729.15 
Total Monthly Expense  $10,852.68 

Checkbook balance 5-31-2011: $  2,477.89 
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Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry...In 
God’s Great Northwoods! 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
Camp Hiawatha ~ Camp Vermilion 

Voyageurs Canoe Country 
www.VLMcamps.org 

PO Box 1076 
Cook, MN 55723 

vlm@VLMcamps.org 
218-666-5465 ~ 800-331-5148 

It’s Not Too Late! 
There is still room to join us in God’s Great Northwoods this summer!  Youth Camp, 
Canoe Country Trips and Family Camp - sign up today for the best experience of your 
summer! 

Mark Your Calendar for These Coming VLM Events 
 August 1     Golf Scramble 
 September 23-25 Paddle Building Retreat 
 September 24     Fall Festival 
 September 25     Fall Paddle 
 October 15-16     Jr/Sr. High Rejuve 
 December 11     Celebration of Light and Music 
More information can be found at the “upcoming events” link on our 

website - VLMcamps.org. 

Consider holding your next retreat at one of our sites! 
Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion offer year-round retreat facilities to serve groups 
of all ages and sizes.  Bring a youth group, church council, Women’s group, Men’s 
group, craft group, Book Club or simply a group of friends.  We’ll cook and clean and 
you can enjoy the beauty and quiet that camp has to offer. 
  
We also offer a variety of program assistance to help you have the best retreat experi-
ence possible.  Call today to reserve your space! 

Did you know that we offer community worship services at both camps in the sum-
mer?  Join us at Camp Vermilion on Saturday evenings at 5:00 and at Camp  

Hiawatha on Sundays mornings at 10:00. 
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July 3:    Marie Koppelmann & Leslie Harnden 
July 10:  Bloch Family   
July 17:  Taunya Rautio & Teri Peterson   
July 24:  Linda Gross & Stephanie Kallinen  
July 31:  Karen Matson & Viola Cook  

Grace Community Service Coffee  

Grace Community Church (GCC) June Council Meeting June 12, 2011 

President Laurel opened the meeting with 
all members present except LaVonne & Del. 
Bill Loosbrock also attended. Carol W. gave 
an emotional devotion; this was the first 
council meeting held in the new GC Church! 
 

Secretary’s Minutes and the Financial re-

port were accepted 

Checkbook balance  4-30-2011  $2,601.00 

 Total Income      $10,729.15 
 Total Expenses     $10,852.68 

Check book balance 5-31-2011  $2,477.89 
 

W/ELCA REPORT: W/ELCA met June 8 
at GC Church, with 10 women and Pastor 
Ryan attending. The following items were 
discussed—Karen Matson will deliver quilts 
to Ronald McDonald house in Mpls.  
LeeAnn gave a report on the convention in 
Duluth.  Raffle tickets were handed out to the 
women to sell. An auction will be held in 
August to raise money for the church. Effie 
will also join us for the auction. Their money 
will be spent as they wish. Karen M. will re-
search buying kitchen equipment on line or at 
auctions. July meeting will be held July 13. 
 

WORSHIP REPORT: GCC had a float in 
the Wilderness Day parade. Events coming 
up: July 10th—Dedication of GCC; 17th—
GCC Council meets; July 24th—Polka Wor-
ship Service with lunch following; July 
31st—Special Music by Tiegland Family. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE:  Al & Bill re-
ported that the inside walls are all painted.  
June 14-30 the following will be done—tile 
laid in the entry way, bathrooms and kitchen. 
(Thanks to Randy Bloch and family for tile 
and labor donated!) Patio doors changed to 
French doors on sanctuary. Bathrooms will 
be finished and working. A sealer painted on 
cement floors, carpet on the office floors and 
equipment moved into offices. Landscaping 
was discussed; Zona, Dave Thoennes, Linda 
G. will work on it. A big THANK YOU to 
all who painted inside the church & provided 
food for the workers. 
 

PASTOR RYANS REPORT:  A BENEFIT 
will be held for Marie Koppelmann at GCC 
July 17th. Aug. 14-Oct. 2—“Season of Cove-
nant” is being worked out, involving Recall-
ing, Retelling, and Renewing. Scott Jacob 
will preach at the dedication service July 10. 
Al & LeeAnn will head up the committee for 
the dedication meal. 
 

NEEDS LIST FOR CHURCH: Kiosk, re-
corder, TV for fellowship hall. 
 

Closed with prayer by Carol W. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Rajala, Council Secretary 

 3 Hazel & Clarence Priem 
 3 Ron & Kathy Olsen  
 10 Marsha & Ron Root  
 12 Homer & Helen Stensrud 
 20 Zona & Gordy Kinn 

July Anniversaries 
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Season of the Covenant 

Pastor Ryan will be starting a new series called The Season of the Covenant.  We 
will celebrate the covenant that God has proclaimed to us from the very begin-
ning, and reached its zenith with The New Covenant of Jesus Christ.  It is in this 
covenant, this holy sacrament of Jesus, that we are promised life today and for-
ever … for if we have been united with him in a death like his … we shall cer-
tainly be united with him in a Resurrection like his. 
 
Over the next few weeks we will focus on a variety of features regarding our 
Covenant with God. This is God’s promise to us! Therefore we will be: 
 
 Recalling – August 14 
 Retelling – August 21 and 28 
 Renewing – September 11, 18, 25 and October 2 
 
Baptism is a once-for-all time event, but recalling, retelling and renewing are on-
going lifetime events. Come and hear the message. 
 
As we walk through this time of Covenant Renewal we will be celebrating the 
Family of God, and what it means to be a part of the family. 

The Youth Booth 

For those entering Grades 9-12 the Parish Youth are meeting August 21st to talk about 

The Synod Journey to the 2012 New Orleans Servant Adventure and the National Youth 

Gathering.  This 10 day journey is open to all youth in grades 9-12 who want a challenge in 
serving others, meeting new people and having a great time with people your age … nearly 
40,000 youth your age!  Pastor Ryan invites all the youth interested to come to a meeting af-
ter church at Grace Community on August 21.  Church is at 10:15 a.m.; therefore, the meeting 
will be at about 11:15 a.m.  All youth, their parents and adults who are interested in chaper-
oning should come to the meeting or talk to Pastor Ryan.  Details regarding registration 
(coming up in September) and fund-raising opportunities will be discussed. 

Please Note:  August Leadership Meetings for the Parish 

August 10th at 6 p.m.  Joint Council Meeting 
August 10th     Effie Fredheim Council (after meeting) 
August 14th      Grace Community Council (after church) 
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 The church is a family that is always changing … always evolving … always taking on new 
challenges.  Oftentimes we try to take this on alone, but we need to always remember that God 
is leading us into these new challenging areas.  LEADING us, like a shepherd leads the sheep!  
God doesn’t prod us and say, “Try this!”  God is going before us and leading us and guiding us 
in areas that are sometimes so difficult. 
 
God led us during June’s Vacation Bible School at Effie.  God didn’t 
shove us out there and say, “OK, just do it.”  No, God sent us many 
leaders to guide all the young people that came to learn those verses 
with us … “Nothing is impossible with God!” 
 
God didn’t throw Grace Community Church a new building and 
leave us in the lurch.  God said build it and USE IT! And now the Grace Community is using it 
to share God’s Word through Word and Sacrament to bring the Gospel to all.  The church 
building is open for you to use!  When we are experiencing these really hot days and you want 
a place to find respite … The Church Council say, “Chill out at the Church!”  This is a safe 
place for you to come and relax … air conditioned for you to find relief.  You are welcome, not 
just on Sunday, but any day of the week! 
 
During the next couple of months we enter into that glorious time of new growth.  We celebrate 
our last Sundays of the Summer … Effie has their last worship at the Fredheim Chapel on Au-
gust 14th and their worship, “Down by the River” on the 28th.  Both churches will be gearing up 
for Rally Sunday on September 11th and Release Time at Grace starting in September.  Lots of 
changes … a lot of new opportunities, but remember God is leading and God is guiding.  God 
has been there before, and helps us, and with God … nothing is impossible. 
 
See you there! 
 

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 

Thank yous from the Grace Community for all those who are making our family home possible.   

 
Al Gustaveson and Bill Loosbrock for their daily watching, guiding and directing as they con-
tinue to oversee the construction of this beautiful church. 
 
Kathy Root for the TV that will be used for education and events around church. 
 
Heidi Korstad for the Computer Projector on Dedication Sunday that helped Susie Schmickle 
share the story of our construction project. 
 
Thank you one and all! 

Special thank you’s this month ... 
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 3  Mitzy Plieseis 
 3  Howard Cook IV  
 4  Nicholas Kinn 
 7  Karen Matson 
 7  Krista Larson 
 8  Nancy Holt  
 8  Janice Evensen  

8  James Aakhus 
10  Dora Pierson 
13  Autumn Rajala 
13  Shelby Salmi 
 14  Alicia Youngkin 
15  Megan Powell 
15  Katelyn Lovdahl 
15   Madison Lovdahl 
 17  Loren Flom 

 18  Daman Jacobson 
 20   Garrison Baker 
 21  Judi Nixon   
 27  Cecelia Ostendorf 
 29  Jodi Cormican 
 29  Bill Hodgson 
 30   Kirsten Priem 
 31   Meryl Ostendorf  

August Birthdays  

1 Daryn & Suzanne Larson  
6     Betty & Ardean Aakhus 
17 James & Karen Wetzel  
20 Judi & Bob Nixon  
30 John & Joanne Jacobson  

August Anniversaries 

Biblical Texts for Sundays coming up... 

August 7  
Isaiah 55:1-5, Psalm 46, Romans 9:1-5 
and Matthew 14:13-21 

August 14 

Psalm 47, Ephesians 4:1-6 and Mat-
thew 19:13-15 

August 21 

Psalm 48:9-14, Romans 6:3-11 and 
John 3:5 

August 28 

Psalm 50:1-11, Acts 1:1-11 and John 
20:26-31 

September 4 

Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm 119:33-40, Ro-
mans 13:8-14 and Matthew 18:15-20 

Check out these events coming to 

“The Edge” 

♦ Godspell is coming to the community! Our 
own Jacob Rahier and a company of other per-
formers will present this musical at the Edge of 
the Wilderness Center on Saturday, August 13 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 14, at 2:00 
p.m. Godspell, which means “good word,” is 
based on the parables from the Gospels. The 
music calls us back to the 60’s, especially the 
song, “Day by Day.”  You won’t want to miss 
this event. Please mark your calendars! Details 
will be published as the date approaches. 

♦ And coming up on August 20th…a return to 
“The Piano Bar!”  Each year we welcome 

The Northern Lights Trio of Ron Olsen, 

Don Olsen and Jerry Hagen leading us to 
dance and listen ON STAGE!  Ron, Don and 
Jerry help us so much in our churches and 
when they come to The Edge we always have a 
great time. Come on out for this super event. 
Adults are $10 and children are $5 for this 
event. Blessings to you guys, and we will all 
have a great time. 

♦ Linda Kelsey returns to The Edge: August 25-
28th The Lady with All the Answers – a one-
woman play about Ann Landers starring Linda 
Kelsey – directed by Patricia Feld 

♦ September 11th, 2:00 p.m.: PRETENDERS & 

FRIENDS – once again! 
 
We want to thank the Edge Center for offering 

all these great events and more! 
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The Effie WELCA met at the home of 

Sandy Allen at 7 p.m. on July 14, 2011 with 
13 in attendance. 
 

The Bible Study, “Respond” was led by 

Helen Stensrud.   

 

Darlene Richards conducted the business 

meeting. The minutes of the June meeting 
were read and approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report was given and ap-

proved. Balance on Hand (BOH) was 
$1,335.08 which includes $738.93 for Global 
Health Ministries and $60 for the kitchen 
fund. 
 

Correspondence: A thank you note was read 
from the Grace Community Church and 
WELCA for the banner given for their dedi-
cation. 
 

Old Business:  

♦ Helen Stensrud shared what 
we have so far for the Global 
Health Ministries Newborn 
Kits; she will make a list of 
items needed to complete the 
kits. 
♦ The tentative date for the 
auction that we will share with 
Grace Community Church is August 27th. 
 

New Business:  

Rodeo Pie Social details were discussed. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer and table grace was said before en-
joying delicious treats. 
 

The next meeting will be hosted by Julie 

Aakhus at her home on August 11, 2011. 

    Secretary, Helen Oestreich 

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church WELCA 

Tickets are $5.  The first Prize is an I Pad 2 (16 

GB) Wi-Fi enabled hand-held computer. Second 
Prize is a $50 gift certificate at the Timberwolf Res-
taurant and the Third Prize is a $50 gas card for the 
Two Rivers Cenex Station. The drawing will be at the 

Grace Community Church, Sunday, September 11, 2011 at noon. You 
do NOT have to be present to win, but you MUST 
be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. That is well 
worth the $5 if you win any of those prices, eh? You 

Grace WELCA is Having a Raffle   

Grace W/ELCA will meet for their Bible Study at 1 

on Wednesday the 3rd of August at church. We will 

be doing the first lesson in our new book "God's Re-

luctant Leaders". Dorrine is the study leader and Vi-

ola has refreshments. 
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News & Notes... 
Blood Drive Coming Up! 

Memorial Blood Center’s next Blood Drive is 
Tuesday, August 4, from 11 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Please call Laurel Laudert for an appointment; 
743-4148. 
 

Grace Community Church is seeking bids 

for Snow Removal 
Please submit bids to Pastor Ryan for remov-
ing snow for the 2011-12 Winter season. Bids 
can be per time or for the entire season. Have 
all bids in by the August 14th Council Meet-
ing. 
 

Memorial Service 

Lillian Holt’s Memorial Service will be Sep-
tember 17th.  Pastor Ryan is still waiting for 
details from the family. 

To the Grace Community 

Looking for a way to volunteer your talents 
and time?  Talk to Pastor Ryan about being a 
reader on Sunday morning and how you can 
assist our head ushers, Howard and Viola 
Cook.  We are having a lot of fun with all our 
space, but we also need some people to direct 
all this fun! 
 

News regarding our 2004 Interim Pastor... 

The Rev. Alan R. Johnson died on Monday, 
July 11, 2011; he was 64 years old.  Alan is 
survived by his wife Janet & four children:  
Nathan, Sarah, David and Jennifer and four 
grandchildren. 
 

Checkbook balance May 18, 2011  $2,408.92 

$1,532.52 designated to Sunday School, VBS and Adopt-A-Family 
       Monthly Income  $4,147.25 
       Monthly Expenses $3,595.97 
 

Checkbook balance June 16, 2011  $2,960.20 

$1,859.77 designated to Sunday School, VBS and Adopt-A-Family 
       Monthly Income  $4,178.00 
       Monthly Expenses $4,493.53 
 

Checkbook balance July 21, 2011  $2,644.67 

$1,789.78 designated to Sunday School, VBS and Adopt-A-Family 
  

Available funds on July 21, 2011  $854.89 

Effie Fredheim Treasurer’s Report (two months) 

An auction will be held at Grace Community Church beginning at 10 am. Auc-
tioneer will be Jim Cox. Effie Lutheran will be joining Grace 
Community with their own items up for bid. We are asking for 
your help in donating ONLY SALEABLE ITEMS. They can be 
brought to Grace on Wednesday the 17th but no later than Friday 
the 19th so we can get it all set up. Please help make this a HUGE 
SUCCESS by either donating or attending and hopefully both! 

Thanks reaches out to the best congregations in the whole world. 

 Lunch will be available to purchase at the auction! 

Big Joint Parish Auction Coming August 20th! 
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August 7: Joey Jacobson & Laurel Laudert   
August 14: Judi Nixon & Laura Rajala 
August 21:  Carol Warren & Karen Wetzel 
August 28:  Kristi Gustafson & Missy Westman 

Grace Community Service Coffee  

Grace Community Church (GCC) July Council Meeting July 17, 2011 

President Laurel opened the July 17, 2011 

meeting with all members present except 
Carol Warren.  Pastor Ryan offered a Prayer.  
  

Secretary's June minutes and the Finan-

cial report were accepted. 

Check book balance 5-31-2011   $   2,477.89 
    Total Income                            $   9,995.39 
    Total Expenses                         $ 10,796.54 
Check book balance 6-30-2011    $   1,676.74 
  
W/ELCA REPORT:  W/ELCA met July 13 
with 16 women and Pastor Ryan attending. A 
Prayer Shawl was given to Taunya's cousin. 
Thank yous were read from Effie Fredheim, 
Lori Thaxton, and Grace House. Voted to 
give $3751 to Grace Church for kitchen cabi-
nets & counter tops. We will serve the fu-
neral lunch for Jake Nelson family. Dis-
cussed the church auction, August 20, we 
will serve lunch for a price. Discussed start-
ing a funeral fund for future use. 
  
WORSHIP REPORT: Polka Service, July 
24, lunch will be catered by Husky 
Cafe. Kathy Root donated a television for the 
dining room. Discussed simplifying com-
munion serving and need for ushers. 
  

PASTOR REPORT:  Pastor Ryan thanked 
everyone for making the Dedication Sunday 
a big success. Thank you to the Presbyterian 
Church for flowers and Fredheim Church for 
the banner. He will be gone July 31, August 
7, and September 4.  Joint Councils will meet 
August 10, 6 p.m., Grace C. Church. Lillian 
Holt’s memorial is set for September 
17. Secretary Lori will be temporarily work-
ing more hours. 
  
BUILDING REPORT: Carpenters are com-
ing week of July 18 to finish their work. A 
"concerns" list will be made up and presented 
to Ameribuilt. Banners will be hung in the 
sanctuary & dining room to help with the 
sound. Hiring a custodian was discussed, no 
action taken. We have a bid for snow re-
moval. Del will shop for a steamer to clean 
floors, chair racks, and window blinds for 
offices and kitchen. John Ostendorf has done 
some dirt hauling and will donate his 
work. Thank you, John. Grace Community 
Church will be an open church, the offices 
will be locked. THANK YOU Al & Bill for 
the many hours you have spent making a 
building into a church! 
 

Grace Community Church  

Financial Report 

Checkbook balance 5-31-2011: $  2,477.89 

Total Monthly Income  $  9,995.39 
Total Monthly Expense  $10,796.54 

Checkbook balance 6-30-2011: $  1,676.74 
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Rally Sunday! 
Here’s the September 11th Rally Sunday Schedule for our Grace/Effie Parish: 

 8:30 Worship with Sunday School at Effie Fredheim 

   Potluck Dinner to follow 

 10:15 Worship with Sunday School at The Grace Community 

   Ice Cream to follow! 

 

Rally Day – a note from Zona to all the Grace Community 
What are your first memories of Church? 

Sunday School 
Songs 

Plays (Christmas Programs, etc) 
Luther League 

 
One of my first memories is Rally Sunday with Esther and Gordie Johnson bring-
ing a GREAT BIG Bucket of ICE CREAM out to Scenic State Park to share with 
everyone. It was so exciting! The games we played and the fun we had. Everyone 
enjoyed each other’s company and the coming together as a church. What made it 
really special was that we all knew that the day was all about the children! 
 
Planting an “excitement seed” about church in our young children is so very im-
portant and we have that opportunity again. Let us sow more “excitement seeds” 

on this year’s Rally Sunday at our new Grace Community 

Church, September 11, 2011. As we move into our bright new 
future continuing our work for the Lord, make this day a spe-
cial happy memory for our children.   
 

So Come!   
Have an ice cream cone and let’s Rally around our Children. 

 

Big Rally Sunday at Effie Fredheim! 
Rally Sunday and getting back in touch with Nikki is always special! 

Hope all the Effie Sunday School can gather at church September 11th!   
There will be time to visit, play games,  

and have a potluck meal together! 

Sunday 
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A special part of each fall at both churches is: 

Backpack Blessings! 
 

This year we will have it on Rally Sunday: September 11th 
At both Worship Services! 

8:30  Effie Fredheim 
  10:15 The Grace Community 

All are invited to bring their Backpacks! 
Receive Stuff for your backpacks 

And a prayer of Blessing from God! 
 

What makes this event special is that we are once again re-
minded that God is with us wherever we go. God is with us 
at church … and God is also there at home around the din-
ner table, and at school when we are learning about God’s 
world, and even at play with our friends. 
 

This is God’s promise to you. So we want to take some time to bless those back-
packs. Bring them to Church on September 11th and come on up for a blessing.  
After the Blessing of the Backpacks we will start Sunday School! 
 

And remember … Bring your parents to church, too! 
 

See you on September 11th! 
Pastor RyanPastor RyanPastor RyanPastor Ryan 

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 

The Youth Booth 

Getting the word out is so important:   
We have two very important meetings for the youth.  

The youth will receive letters regarding these meetings.   

Pizza with Pastor Ryan 

 Wednesday, September 7th, 5:30-7 p.m.  
at Pastor Ryan’s Office for 

Youth and adult leaders interested in going on the  
Synod Journey next July! 

  (Parents who can make it are invited, too.) 
 Not only pizza, but also receive worksheets, expecta-

tions and covenants and time to turn in the $250 deposit.) 
Final Pre-registration meeting:  Sunday, September 18th, 1-2 p.m. 
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 1 Stuart Ostendorf 
 2 Nancy Moland 

3 Danyelle Lovdahl  
 4 Michelle Wendt 

4  Janice Baker 
4  Gordon Johnson 
7  Scott Baker 
8  Dave Volkmann 
8 Caitlyn Youngkin 
 8 Keith Karels   

 8 Mary Lou Larson 
 9 Emerald Priem 

11 Betty Aakhus 
12 Mary Hafeman 
13 Taunya Rautio 
 15 Vanessa Nei 

 16 Ron Olsen   
 17 Megan Gustafson 
 19 Carol Warren 

19   Helen Stensrud 
19   Moriah Nei   

 20    Ronald Shandorf 
 20  John Ostendorf 
 20   Dick Munson 
 23   Homer Stensrud 
 29  Joel Teigland 
 29  Jace Hubbard 
 30  Duane Hall  

September Birthdays  

 1 Jesse and Angie Storlie 
 2 Don & Kay Hubbard  
 4 Frank & Naomi Roberts  
 9 Curtis & Amy Youngkin 
 10 David & Kirstin Priem 
 14 Tyrone & Sandy Hubbard  

September Anniversaries 

Check out the Blessing of Pets 

All Pets are Welcomed to be Blessed! 
October 2nd 1 p.m. at  

The Grace Community Church 
Come and bring your pets and sing with them! 

We pray for our four-legged friends 
(and those who swim and creep, too!) 

We ask God to bless and keep them safe. 

Biblical Texts for Sundays coming up... 

September 4 
Ezekiel 33:7-11, Romans 
13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 11 

Psalm 51:1-12, Ephesians 
1:15-22, Luke 16:19-31 

September 18 

Psalm 54, Ephesians 4:1-
16, Luke 17:1-6 
  

September 25 

Psalm 55:1-8, Ephesians 
4:25-5:2, Luke 18:9-17 

 

October 2 

Psalm 56, Ephesians 6:10-
17, Luke 19:1-10 
 
 

 Release Time for Grades 3-6 

 Starting September 21, 2-3 p.m. –  
at The Grace Community 

 We have TEACHERS, but we need 
Volunteer Help! 

 Support for all grades needed 
 Talk to Pastor Ryan! 

Education Opportunities 
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The Effie WELCA met at the home of Julie 
Aakhus at 7 p.m. on August 11, 2011 with 14 
in attendance. The Bible Study, “Rejoice” 
was led by Sandy Allen.   
 
Darlene Richards conducted the business 
meeting. The minutes of the July meeting 
were read and approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report was given and approved. 
BOH was $2,825.50 which includes the 
Global Health Ministries and kitchen funds. 
 

Correspondence: None 

Old Business:  
♦ Motion was made by Betty Aakhus to use 

funds from our treasury, if needed, to 
complete the Global Health Ministries 
Newborn Kits, Sandy Allen seconded, 
MC. 

♦ Pie Social was a huge success bringing in 
$1,340.40. Helen Stensrud sends a big 
Thank You to all who brought pies or 

made a donation, all who set up, served, 
cleaned up and especially to all who 
came to eat pie!! 

New Business:  

♦ Betty and Julie Aakhus will be on the 
nominating committee for the election of 
officers for 2012. 

♦ Harvest Festival is scheduled for October 
23rd at 4 p.m. Sandy Allen, Karen Scan-
lon and Julie Aakhus will chair this 
event. 

♦ Bakeless Bake Sale  will be for the month 
of October. Darlene R. will check with 
Carol VanNyhuis to see if she wishes to 
head this project again. 

 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer and table grace was said before enjoy-
ing delicious treats. The next meeting will be 
hosted by Helen Stensrud at her home on 
September 8, 2011.  
   -Secretary, Helen Oestreich 

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church WELCA 

 Monthly Income:   $2,671.32 
  Expenses:      $1,352.71 
 Available Funds:     $2,331.06 

Effie Fredheim Treasurer’s Report  

(unofficial; no quorum) 

On September 18th we will be pack-
ing layettes for the babies in Africa 

after church. 

Grace Community WELCA Kitchen Com-

mittee will meet the second Monday of each 
month at 10:30 AM at the 
church.  All are welcome to 
attend. Committee members 
are: Donna Loosbrock, 
Taunya Rautio, LeeAnn 
Baker, and Judi Nixon.  

Please bring your suggestions and questions to 
the monthly meeting, or contact one of the com-
mittee members. 
 

Grace W/ELCA will meet on September 7th 

with our Bible Study being on session 2 in 

our "God's Reluctant Leaders" book. Leader 
is Laura and treats served by LaVonne. 

Grace WELCA  

Craft and Inspiration meets on the 

6th at the Presbyterian Church at 

9:30 a.m. All women are welcome 
and encouraged to come. 

Special Reminder for Effie WELCA 
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Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church Council 

August 10, 2011 (The following minutes are 
unofficial, since we did not have a quorum.) 
Present:  Marlene, Marsha, Sandy and Pas-
tor Ryan. 

Financial Report: 

Monthly Income:   $2,671.32 
Expenses:       $1,352.71 
Available Funds:     $2,331.06 
 

Received correspondence 

from North Star regarding 
the prepay fill rate for this 
year.  Sandy will have Dar-
rell look at this. 
 

Services will be at the 

cemetery Sunday, Aug 14th 

and at the river the 28th. Neil will fog.  
Bring a chair and some will be hauled out 
from the church. 
 
Rally Sunday will be Sept. 11th, will do 
what we did last year. This will also be dis-
cussed at WELCA. Discussed may be divid-
ing up the Sunday school into two different 
age groups, as it is difficult to have the same 

material for little ones and pre-teens; perhaps 
having the little ones every Sunday and the 
older ones twice a month. 
 

Need to budget some funds for a new com-

puter for the church secretary and Pastor 

Ryan. Also will have to start thinking about 
who will be willing to take several positions 

on the council. 
 

Harvest Fest will be Oc-

tober 23rd, 4 p.m.  Next 
council meeting we will 
decide where the offering 
will be designated for. 
 

There will be a special 

offering for the next 3 Sundays to collect 

money for the drought in Africa. 

 
Closed with the Lords Prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Marsha Root, Secretary 
Effie Fredheim Lutheran 

Joint Council Meeting-August 10, 2011 

Effie Fredheim and Grace Community 

(GCC) Churches met August 10, 2011 at 

Grace C.C. Eight members and Pastor Ryan 
attended. 
 

Cost for joint advertising, such as advertis-
ing for Rally Sunday, Parish Auction and 
yellow pages in the 2012 ACS telephone di-
rectory will be shared.  
 

A business card will be printed with Grace 
C.C. info on one side and Effie Fredheim 
info on the reverse side.  
Updating the website was discussed. It 
needs a new name and volunteers to keep it 
up-to-date. Several people were named and 
will be contacted and asked to help with this 
project.  
 

Pastor Ryan and Parish Secretary Lori are 
both in need of new computers and software 
for their offices. Anyone wishing to contrib-
ute to their costs, talk to Pastor.  

There’s a huge need for the “Horn of Af-

rica Drought Relief” effort. ELCA has 
given $400,000 towards it this year. The 
“Noisy Can” will be passed during Worship 
Service at GCC to help this project. Effie will 
have a second offering during Worship Ser-
vice.  
 

The next Joint Council Meeting will be 

Wednesday, October 26th at 6 p.m. at Effie 

Lutheran.  
 

The council presidents and treasurers and 

anyone else interested will meet before this 
meeting to discuss Pastor Ryan’s salary for 
2012. 
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Grace WELCA is having a raffle.   Tickets are $5.   The first Prize 

is $500 that can be used for an I Pad 2 (16 GB) Wi-Fi enabled hand 

held computer. Second Prize is a $50 gift certificate at the Timberwolf 
Restaurant and the Third Prize is a $50 gas card for the Two Rivers 
Cenex Station. The drawing will be at the Grace Community Church, 
Sunday, September 11, 2011 at noon. You do NOT have to be present 

to win, but you MUST be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. That is well worth the $5 if you win 
any of those prices, eh? You can get tickets from any Grace WELCA member. 

Grace WELCA is Having a Raffle   

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH (GCC) AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING 

President Laurel opened the August 14, 

2011 meeting with all members present ex-
cept Carol Warren. Zona offered devotions. 
 

July minutes and the Financial report 

were accepted. 

    Checkbook balance  6-30-2011:                        

    $  1,676.74 

Total income  $10,230.18 
Total expenses $  8,778.97 
      Checkbook balance 7-31-2011:                        

$3,127.95 

 
W/ELCA REPORT: W/ELCA 
met August 3; ten women at-
tended. Dorrine Friendshuh led the 
Bible Study & Viola Cook was 
hostess. The auction was dis-
cussed: Sandy Allen is doing the 
advertising; Jim Cox will be the auctioneer. 
Lunch will be served for a price.  A Christ-
mas sale at the Villa was discussed and 
women were in favor of having it. Events 
coming up are Sept.6-Craft & Inspiration at 
Presbyterian Church; Oct. 8-Fall gathering at 
Bethany Church, Remer; Sept.11-Raffle 
drawing. 
 
WORSHIP REPORT: Council voted and 
accepted the committee recommendation to 
celebrate Communion on the first, third and 
fourth Sundays. Trays with the disposable 
cups will be used as opposed to intinction.  
An electronic piano has been offered to the 
church to use on a trial basis. It will be 
placed on the north side of the sanctuary.  

Special events coming up this fall are fund-
raiser for Helping Hands meals (given at 
Christmas & Easter), "The Master’s Men" 
male singing group coming from Interna-
tional Falls, Polka Service with a lunch to 
follow the service. The youth are meeting 
Sunday, Aug. 21, to plan an event in Sept. 
The "Noisy Can" will be passed at each wor-
ship service in August to raise funds for Horn 
of Africa drought relief. 

 
PASTOR & BUSINESS REPORT: 
Pastor Ryan is working with Mike 
Holt to plan a memorial service Sept. 
17 for Lillian Holt.  Season of the 
Covenant sermons will continue. One 
bid for winter snow plowing has been 
received. Linda Gross has been hired, 
by the council, to be our custodian. 

Food Co-op distribution site is needed and 
room will be provided in our church.  This is 
a community wide project and will take place 
once a month. More info will be coming on 
this item. Zona will investigate electronic 
giving and pricing a card swiping machine 
for giving of gifts.  
 
Laurel Laudert will give devotions at the 
September 18th meeting.   
 
The Building Committee will have a special 
meeting Tuesday, August 16, at GCC. 
 
  -Laura Rajala, Council Secretary 

“Council voted and 
accepted the com-

mittee recommen-

dation to celebrate 

Communion on the 

first, third and 

fourth Sundays.” 
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September 4: Marilyn Salmi & Kay Hubbard 
September 11: Zona Kinn & Nan Fisher 
September 18: Donna Loosbrock & Coleen Duda 
September 25: Deneise Swanson & Karen Matson 

Grace Community Service Coffee  

The Grace Community Season of the Covenant 

During the next month Grace Commu-
nity Church will be looking at 
our future calling! We are 
studying God’s Promise in 
God’s Covenant with us. Now 
we will be moving beyond 
that. 
♦ What will be your response 

to the Covenant? 
♦ What will be the response of God’s 

Family here at The Grace Commu-
nity? 

♦ How can we climb aboard the call 
for God’s future in our community? 

♦ How can we identify with others in 
our family at Grace? 
 
At our worship and 
through letters and oppor-
tunities to serve, we will be 
wrestling with God’s Cove-
nant with The Grace Com-

munity and our family.  How can we 
commit ourselves when we hear the 
promise of love? The good Lutheran 
question is, “What does this mean?” 
Let us wrestle with this together. 

Grace Community Church  

Financial Report 

Checkbook balance 6-30-2011: $  1,676.74 

Total Monthly Income  $10,230.18 
Total Monthly Expense  $  8,778.97 

Checkbook balance 7-31-2011: $  3,127.95 

 Starting Friday, September 23rd from 
Noon to 1 p.m. 
 

 “Making Sense of Scripture” 
Studying scripture could be dangerous! 

You might just make peace with someone 
who has formerly been your enemy! 

 
You might feel called to give away your 

wealth for the sake of others! 
 

You might feel called to respond  
more fully to God’s call! 

 
You might feel like putting your reputa-

tion on the line by taking a stand for    
justice! 

Brown Bag Bible Study for Adults 








