
   

 The Voice 
 

 

The Newsletter for:  

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church &  
Grace Community Church 

EASTER IN THE PARISH! 
Grace Community Church 

Will celebrate Easter at Bigfork Presbyterian 
April 24th:  8:00 a.m. Worship 

He is Not Here!  He is Risen!! 
Fellowship follows the worship service in the basement 

****************************************************************** 
Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 

April 24th:  9:15 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast served by Mike and the Guys! 

****************************************************************** 
There will be Memorial Gardens at both the churches! 

****************************************************************** 
You are encouraged to use the Easter Offering Envelope. 

Please drop the envelope in the offering plate or mail it to church.  
It is included with this edition of the newsletter, “The Voice.” 

 Grace Community Church Building Progresses... 

Our newest ministry resource 

is starting to be completed in-

side now. It has been a little 

muddy…but it continues to go 

up. Please watch for updates as 

we continue our plans for 

Opening Sunday! 

 

More pictures available on the 
website. 
 

 

Main Entrance 

Find 2011 VBS registration 

form on page 8.  

Also available online at 

www.bigforklutheran.org.  
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A very special letter to our Youth this month.  The 2012 Youth Journey of the Northeastern Minne-
sota Synod will be in conjunction with the 2012 ELCA National Youth Gathering which will once 
again be held in New Orleans. The 2012 Gathering will be July 18-22, but there will also be travel 
time down and back. More details are being prepared every day. 
 
 

Who is eligible to register?  Any teenager going into 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade in the Fall of 2012 
or those who will have graduated in the Spring of 2012 are able to register with our parish group at-
tending.  (In other words, you who are 8th-11th grades this year in the 2010-2011 School Year.)  We 
have adults and youth already interested in attending so it is just a mat-
ter of: 

• following up with registration that will start later this year, 

• going to the youth events with the youth from our area churches, 
♦ and raising the funds needed for the trip. 
 
 

Once again our youth will … 

• Practice Discipleship by allowing themselves to be open to their 
Baptismal Call 

• Practice Peacemaking by working toward reconciliation with their 
group from our parish, the Synod Journey group from area churches and those they serve on the jour-
ney down to New Orleans, and the residents of New Orleans. 
♦ Practice Justice by walking with the people we serve in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Those who know me realize that it is not in the fancy titles we give things that make it special.  
Rather, it is in the outcome of our love and service to others that we realize the value of our journey!  
Every time the youth have attended events like this, there is great value for Jesus’ World, Jesus’ 
Family … the church … plus the family of the youth who attend, and especially each and every 
youth in attendance. 
 
 

We will be getting the specifics in the weeks to come. I have been able to talk to some of you about 
this big event coming. Please, come to me if you have questions. This is well within our ability to 
serve the youth in our parish. We want you and your friends to attend. 
 
 

If interested … make sure that you are free for July of 2012 … talk to your family to make sure you 
don’t become double-booked. 
 
 

As your church family … the Parish will pray for you and support your trip as much as we can. We 
all thank God that our youth want to be the ambassadors from our Church Family to the World. 
 
 
God Bless You,   

Pastor RyanPastor RyanPastor RyanPastor Ryan    

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 



 3 

 

We've been having our 8 a.m. Sunday morning worship service now for the past 3 months, and 
this earlier worship time has meant sacrificing our past habit of "sleeping in" on Sundays. Our 
congregation size is noticeably smaller, and I miss seeing those of you 
who aren't able to be there. Yes, this early hour has it's challenges! If 8 
a.m. doesn't work for you, please find a place to worship at a time that 
does work. Please do not wait until the new building is ready to worship 
somewhere! Our area houses of worship offer later service times (Effie at 
9:15, Our Lady of the Snows at 9:00, Assembly of God at 10:00, and 1st 
Presbyterian at 10:15, for example). If you are 'taking a break' from wor-
shipping because of our early time, please worship somewhere! Please keep in mind the ex-
penses of Grace Community Church continue, even when the pews aren't full. Please consider 
mailing in your offering to keep our financial situation healthy. Take care and continue praying 
for each other and our Grace Community Church family. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Laurel Laudert 

To the Grace Community from President Laurel 

April 20, 2011  
Effie Fredheim Church Council, please remember that the Council meets on 
Wednesday, April 20th this month! 
 

May 19, 2011 

Effie Fredheim Church Council and Grace Community Church Council, please 
note that there will be a Parish Joint Council Meeting on Thursday, May 19th at 
6:00 p.m. 

 

June 12, July 10 and August 14, 2011 

Effie Fredheim will hold worship at the Fredheim Chapel at the 
cemetery on the second Sunday of each month during the sum-
mertime. 
 

June 13-17, 2011 (9:00-Noon) 
The Parish Vacation Bible School will be held at Effie Fredheim Lutheran 
Church. A registration form is included with this edition of “The Voice,” can be 
found online at www.bigforklutheran.org, & at each church. Please share this in-
formation with your other young friends and get registrations in as soon as possi-
ble so that we can know how many kids are coming and we can plan carefully for 
a great week! 

Planning Ahead! 
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April 3:  Kristi Gustafson & Lorna Pula  
April 10:   Karen Matson & Joey Jacobson   
April 17:   Viola Cook & Zona Kinn   
April 24:   EASTER  

Grace Community Service Coffee  

Grace Community Church Council Meeting-March 13, 2011 

President Laurel Laudert called the meet-

ing to order at 11 a.m. on March 13, 2011. 

All members were in attendance. Al Gustave-
son gave devotions on "Grace."  February 

Secretary report was accepted as printed in 
the Voice. 
 

Treasurer's Report:  

Checkbook balance 1-31-2011: $  1,409.76 

Total Income       $13,793.26 
Total Expense       $11,935.11 

Checkbook balance 2-28-2011: $  3,267.91 

Al will meet with Zona and set up a category 
list to use for building expenses. The Corpo-
rate resolution was approved. Treasurer's re-
port was accepted. 
  

W/ELCA Report: Baby quilts were con-
structed, 14 large quilts were given to the 
residents of the Riverside Home. We will 
serve the Lenten supper March 16. $250 
Thrivent gift from Nancy Moland was re-
ceived. Dates to remember are April 9, Liv-
ing Waters Gathering in Walker and April 6 
Luncheon and shower for Lori's WeeCare 
Hope Chest. 

Worship Committee Report: Kristi Gustaf-
son is now serving on this committee. Con-
firmation will be April 17. Memorial Garden 
or Food Shelf donations & Community 
Easter dinner baskets are planned for Easter. 

  

Pastor's Report: Grace Notes will give us a 
weekly progress report on the building. June 
1, 2011, is the target date for the building to 
be finished. Al has an estimated timeline of 
construction. More insulation and vapor bar-
rier were added to the plans. Flooring for the 
entry way was discussed. 
  

The old and new business was incorpo-

rated into the reports.  April council meets 

April 10, Laura will give devotions. Closed 
with prayer. 
 
Submitted by Laura Rajala, 
Council Secretary 

April 3 
 Isaiah 42:1-4 
 Psalm 31:19-24 
 Matthew 27:32-44 
 

April 10 
 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 Psalm 32 
 Matthew 27:45-66 

April 17 
 Jeremiah 1:1-10 
 Psalm 33:1-5 
 Matthew 21:1-11 
 

April 24 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Psalm 34 
 Matthew 28 

Please consider reading the texts each week before church! 
Our Sunday texts during April: 

Consider reading weekly texts 
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The Effie WELCA met at the home of Helen 

Oestreich at 7 p.m. on March 15, 2011 with 11 

in attendance. The Bible Study “Loving Relation-
ships” was led by Esther Lund. 
Darlene Richards conducted the business meet-

ing. The minutes of the February meeting were 
read and approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report was read and approved. 
Balance on Hand was $771.81 which includes 
$574.78 for Global Missions. 
 

Correspondence: We received a Thank You note 
from Lori for the gift of money. 
 

Old Business:  

♦ The WELCA books were audited by Sandy 
Allen and found satisfactory. 

♦ Discussed plans for the Lenten soup supper 
and Easter Memorial Garden. 

New Business:  

♦ Made plans for Confirmation which will be 
held on Palm Sunday, April 17th. Clayton El-
kins, Tyler Gilbert, Joshua Lovdahl, Kendra 
Porter and Alycia Youngkin will be confirmed 
this year. 

♦ Motion was made by Sandy Allen and sec-
onded by Janice Evensen to send $25 to the 
Living Waters Conference. 

♦ We will have a church kitchen shower for our 
June WELCA meeting. Sandy will make a list 
of kitchen needs. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
and table grace was said before enjoying some 
treats. 

The next meeting will be hosted by Marlene 

Sethney on April 14th at the Effie Lutheran 
Church Fellowship Hall. 
                      Secretary, Helen Oestreich 

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church WELCA 

2010-2011 Global Health Project-

Newborn Kit 

The Global Health Ministries project for 2010-
11 is the Newborn Kit. As in the past years, 
WELCA is asking the congregation to help us 
compile the contents for each kit. The list in-
cludes: 
  November – Muslin or sheeting 
  December – Bath towel 
  January – Wash cloth 
  February – Bath bar 
  March – Baby shirt 

  April – Receiving blanket 
  May – $5 for shipping 
You’ll notice that the knitted baby hats are not 
on the monthly donations because Linda Gross 
knits all those infant hats for us. Thank you 

Linda for your nimble fingers and love for mis-
sions! Our goal this year is 40 kits. Collection 
area is the Presbyterian lower level under the 
greeting card table. 

Our Potluck Salad Luncheon is April 6th at noon 
at the home of LaVonne Knefelkamp. It is also a 
shower for WeeCare Hope Chest which our sec-
retary Lori Thaxton continues to mission. Please 
bring any children’s items ranging from birth to 
4T. Otherwise you can give money toward dia-
pers. There will be baby shower games, prizes 
and loads of fun. Lori and her daughter Jessi 
(health permitting) will be our guests of honor, 

Grace Community Church 

WELCA 

 3 Kathy Root  
 3 Don Olsen  

 5 Lillian Miller  
8 Kyle Gilbert 
 12 Sandra Klebs 
12 Henry Fergus  

 13 Jef Fisher   
 13 Vance Koppelmann 
13 Lance Koppelmann 
14 Ron Nei    
15 Cassidy Cormican  

 16 Jackie Carlson   
 17 Suzanne Larson 
19 Adrian Baker   

 25 Ken Porter   
 27  Danny Burman   

April Birthdays  
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 During Lent there are always a variety of Worship Opportunities! 
 
Sunday, April 3 Worship with Communion 
  8:00 a.m.  Grace Community meets at First Presbyterian 
  9:15 a.m.  Effie Fredheim Worship 
 
Wednesday, April 6  Community Worship 
  11:00 a.m.  Pastor Ryan leads Worship at Bigfork Valley Chapel 
  6:00 p.m.  Soup Supper hosted by Catholic Church 
  7:00 p.m. Our Lady of the Snows Worship 

 
Sunday, April 10   Worship 
  8:00 a.m. Grace Community meets at First Presbyterian 
  9:15 a.m. Effie Fredheim Worship 
 
Wednesday, April 13 Community Worship 
  11:00 a.m. Pastor Ryan leads Worship at Bigfork Valley Chapel 
  6:00 p.m. Soup Supper at First Presbyterian, hosted by Grace Community 
  7:00 p.m. Pastor Ryan leads Worship at First Presbyterian 
 
Sunday, April 17 Confirmation Service and Palm Sunday Worship 
  8:00 a.m. Grace Community with Communion 
  9:15 a.m. Effie Fredheim with Communion 
 
Thursday, April 21 Maundy Thursday Worship 
  7:00 p.m. Pastor Ryan leads Worship with Communion at First Presbyterian 
 
Friday, April 22 Good Friday Worship 
  7:00 p.m. Pastor Ryan leads Worship at First Presbyterian 
 
Sunday, April 24 Easter Sunday, the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus! 
  8:00 a.m. Grace Community Easter Festival Worship with Communion 
      Grace Community Fellowship follows Worship 
  8:00 a.m. Effie Fredheim Easter Breakfast 
  9:15 a.m. Effie Fredheim Easter Festival Worship with Communion 

April Worship Services 

News & Notes... 

Gifts may be given for  

Community Easter Baskets! 

Gifts for Helping Hands or Adopt-A-Family 
continue to come in to the church treasuries. 
We are reaching out to those around us … by 
your help. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

 

Remember to return your Lenten Coin 

Folders! There will be boxes for you to drop 
off your completed folders in the Narthex of 
the churches.  

 

There are no adult education classes 

during April. 
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Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church  

Financial Report 

Checkbook Balance Feb. 17, 2011   $3,717.17 

Monthly Income         $2,618.40 
Monthly Expenses        $4,166.75 

Checkbook Balance March 17, 2011  $2,051.57 

Present: Dora & Darrel Powell, Marlene Seth-
ney, Pastor Ryan, Sandy Allen, Marsha Root, 
Mary Rahier and Esther Lund. President Sandy 
called the meeting to order. Marsha gave devo-
tions. 

Secretary’s Report was read from the Febru-

ary meeting. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Income:    $2,501.15 
Expenses: $4,166.75 

Motion to accept Secretary and Treasurers 

report by Dora; 2nd by Marlene. 

Treasurer’s Audit was completed; all was in 

order. 
 

Vacation Bible school was discussed:  June 13-
17th, Preschool through 6th grade, bring bag 
lunch. 

Community Baskets for Easter:  Collection to 
help pay for the food packages will be collected 
for the next 3 Sundays. 
 
Easter:  Breakfast 8 a.m.; Church 9:15 a.m.; 
Memorial Garden going well. 
 

Wednesday April 20th 7 p.m. will be next 

meeting. Devotions for April meeting will be 

Marlene. Joint Council will meet 5/19/2011 6 

p.m. with Effie Council to meet following. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Marsha Root 
Secretary, Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church Council Meeting-March 17, 2011 

   1 Dan & Linda Buckingham   
   8 Rob & Kimberly Powell 
   9 Del & LaVonne Knefelkamp  

April Anniversaries 

    Clayton Elkins     Tyler Gilbert     Joshua Lovdahl     
    Kendra Porter     Emerald Priem    Alicia Youngkin 

 

The Confirmation Class will meet at 3:30 p.m. on April 6th and 13th. 
These young people will be Affirming their Baptisms on April 17th. 

We give thanks to God for our young people  
who share their love and faith. 

Please remember our Parish Confirmation Students in your prayers: 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 
Grace Community Church 
2011 Vacation Bible School 

 

June 13-17, 2011 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – Noon 

@ Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 

 
           For Preschoolers (age 3 and up) through Sixth Grade 
 

We need older youth and adult friends and neighbors to help out with volunteering to be part of the VBS 
Experience:  Games, Crafts, and Providing Snacks. 
 

Yes, this is a free event for the youth of our area!  

Sign up below! 

 

Please return this to church, Pastor Ryan or  
mail to the church office at P.O. Box 195, Bigfork, MN  56628 

 

Call Sandy Allen (743-6418) or Pastor Ryan (743-3368) with questions 

Or if you would like to volunteer to help! 

 

You can register up to three children with each registration blank 
 

Child’s Name ___________________________  
 
Child’s Name ___________________________ 
 
Child’s Name ___________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number _____________  E-Mail _______________________  
 
Parent/Guardian Name(s) ________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number ______________________________ 
 
Cell Phone Number __________________________________ 

 
 

We ask that each person bring their own sack lunch each day at VBS! 
 

 

Please list allergies or other medical concerns  

for each child on back of registration! 

FREE 

 



   

 The Voice 
 

 

The Newsletter for:  

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church &  
Grace Community Church 

Sign Up for Vacation Bible School!! 

June 13-17, 2011               Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church 
 

Use the Registration Blank in the back to register for this year’s VBS. 

This program is free … sign up your kids and their friends for a great time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will get to know Jesus’ family … Celebrate the Name of Jesus 
Talk about his home and church … Learn how Jesus served others 

 

Gather at 9:00 a.m. … singing and praying 
Outside events … classroom experiences 

Bring a brown bag lunch and sing some more! 
Dismissal at NOON 

 

Yes … Jesus grew up in a hometown, come and learn about Nazareth 
 

Everyone in the area … pre-school through sixth grade is welcome. 
We need older youth and adult friends and neighbors to help out with volunteering to be part of the 

VBS experience:  Games, Crafts and Providing Snacks 
Call Sandy Allen (743-6418) or Pastor Ryan at the church office with questions. 

 Grace Community Church to Open June 5th! 

New worship schedule 

8:30 a.m.  Effie Fredheim Worship 
10:15 a.m.  Grace Community Worship 
 
The outside isn’t changing very much, but 
inside it’s changing every day. 
 Cement floor will be poured 
 Inside walls will be erected 
 Sheet-rocked, taped, mudded! 
 Working hard to get all done. 

 

 

West & South Side (as seen when entering property) 
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May 1: Laurel Laudert & Angie Storlie  
May 8:   Hazel Priem & Karen Wetzel   
May 15:  Judi Nixon & Carol Warren   
May 22:   Deneise Swanson & Linda Gross  
May 29: Bloch Family 

Grace Community Service Coffee  

The Bible is the key to our life and worship. Therefore the texts we choose for Sunday morn-
ings guide and direct our weekly walk. This month we are in the season of Easter, and the texts 
chosen help us to see the Resurrected Christ more clearly. 

Texts for the month: 

Rev. Ry’s Ritings... 

5  Dick & Kathleen Munson 
6  Tim & Anne Collins 
22  Don and Mary Olsen  
25  Eugene & Laura Rajala 
30  Darrel Powell & Dora Pierson-Powell 

May Anniversaries 

Effie Fredheim WELCA will have a Kitchen Shower for the Effie Church Kitchen at the regu-
lar June WELCA meeting:  Thursday, June 9th.  Bring things that are useful for the kitchen:  
Cutting Board, Water Pitchers, small plates, paper products of all kinds.  If you can’t be at the 
WELCA meeting you can bring them any Sunday to the church.  Help us stock our kitchen…

we thank you for all your gifts to the church. 

 
Effie Fredheim will hold worship at the Fredheim Chapel at the cemetery on the second Sunday 
of each month: June 12, July 10 and August 14. 

 
Effie Fredheim will hold their worship Down by the River on August 28th. 

Remember 

May 1 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
   Psalm 35: 24-28 
   John 20:19-31  Doubting Thomas 
May 8 Acts 2:36-41 
   Psalm 36:5-10 
   Luke 24:13-35  The Road to Emmaus 
May 15 Acts 2:42-47 
   Psalm 23 
   I Peter 2:19-25 
   John 10:1-10  Good Shepherd Sunday 

May 22 Acts 7:55-60 
   Psalm 37:34-40 
   I Peter 2:9-10 
   John 14:1-14 
May 29 Acts 17:22-31 
   Psalm 38:15-22 
   John 14:15-21 

 
Celebrate Easter! 
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The National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 5, 2011. This year's theme is "A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God" taken from Psalm 91:2 ~ "I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge 
and my fortress, my God in whom I trust." Let us make every day a day of prayer every-
where...in our homes, our neighborhoods, our counties, our states, our nation and our world! 






























